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Claims 1-31 are currently pending in the application of which claims 1. 16, 20, 26 and 27 
are independent. Claims 1, 3-7, 16, 20 and 26 have been amended. Claims 27-31 have been 
added. No new raaner has been added. 

Qbtection to ttie Specification 

Applicants have amended the first paragraph ^ipearing on page 4 of the application to 
provide the omined explanation for the acronym (PMT) iMjted by the Examiner, 

<7ifliTT^ n ^ajections 

Applicants have amended claims 4-7 to correct they typographical error noted by the 
Examiner. 

Claim Rejections Pursua nt to 35 U.S.C. 6102 

Claims 1-3, 8. II, 13 and 20-25 were rejected under 35 U.S.C- §l02(e) as being 
anticipated by Fortenberry et al (United States Potent No.; 6, 005, 939, hereafter "Fonenberry"), 
For the reasons set forth below. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. 

Summary of the Claimed Invention 

The claimed invention provides a user profile in&astructure where user profiles are 
accessible via a central location. The user proves may contain infomoation that is acces^le by 
multiple service providers. The data in a user profile may be dispersed over miUtiple databases 
or other storage locations. Service providers that are authorized may request aiul retrieve the 
information via the in&astructure without the user getting involved. As there is only a single 
user profile per user, changes need only to be made via the user profile infrasnucture to ensure 
that the user profile is kqjt current. A user profile may be modified by the user or authorized 
service providers. The user may have con^>lete control over the user profile and may specify the 
information to be included in the user profile. The user may also have control over the 
permissions that specify what clients have permission to access information in the user profile. 
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The penmssions may specify ihe type of access that is provided to each client. Permissions may 
be specified not only for user profiles qs a whole but also for individual fields within user 
profiles. 

Sumniarv of Claim Aro endmenls 

Applicants have amended the independent claims to clarify the scope of the claimed 
invention. Thus claim I has been amended to indicate that a request to reference infonnation in 
the user profile is received fiom a non-user pany that has been specified in the first and second 
set of pennissions. Claim 1 has additionally been amended to indicate that the request is 
responded to by transmitting the requested infonnation to the requesting party. Claim 1 6 has 
been amended to indicate that in response to a request, authorized infonnation is transmitted to a 
non-user party that is a member of a group indicated in the user profile as having access to the 
authorized infbnnauon. Claim 20 has been amended to indicate that a preference management 
server provides access to the user profile and that the fields of infonnation in the user profile are 
stored in multiple remote locations. Claim 26 has similarly been amended to indicate that the 
fields of infonnation referenced by the user profile are stored in multiple remote locations. New 
claims 27-31 have been added. 

flymnrtiMry f>f Fonenbcrrv 

Fortenberry discusses a mechanism for obtaining user information in order to conduct 
secure transactioiis on the Jntetnet without having to enter the infonnation multiple times, 
Fortenberry also discusses a mechanism for providing secure access to the data over the Intemet. 
A passport containing user-defined information with various security levels is stored in a secure 
server apparatus. A user process instructs the secme server ^iparatus (refened to as a passport 
agent in Fonenberry) to release data finom the pas^ort to a recipient and forwards the recipient a 
key to unlock the passpon information. 

Ar gument 

Fortenberry fails to disclose all of the elements of Applicants independent claims I and 
20 as amended. Accordingly, the rejections directed to those claims and the claims dependent 
thereon are respectfiilly traversed. 
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Claim I as amended includes the step of receivrog a request tram a lum-user patty to 
reference information contained within the user profile. If the requestor has been specified by 
the first and second set of petraissions, the response to the request transmits the requested 
information to the requesting non-user pany. As identified in the background. Applicants 
claimed invention is directed towards allowing various service piuvidets to personalize content 
far a user. Rather than relying on just their own proprietary user profile the service ptoviders 
may consult the PMT server in order to get updated profile information. In contrast, Fortenberry 
discloses a process whereby a user requests a transaction with a vendor, supplies the vendor a 
key (for fixture decryption, and then the Hser requests that the passpon agent send the passport to 
the vendor. The vendor uses the key provided by the user to decrypt the passpon (See col. 6, 
lines 15-36). The entire process in Fortenberry is heavily dcpendcm on and requires the 
participation of the user. Since claim I requires the receipt of a request fiw infistmaiion from a 
non-user party, Fortenberry fails to disclose all of the elenients of claims 1-3, 8, 1 1, 13 and 
Applicants request the rejections directed to those requests be withdrawn. 

Claim 20 has been amended to indicate that a preference management server provides 
access to the user profile and that the fields of information in the user profile are stored in 
multiple remote locations. Fortenberry discusses a single repository of information for user 
information that is redundancy free, (i.e.: not replicated elsewbere)Csee Stimmary of Invention 
col. 1> lines 51-65. Fortenberry touts the single integrated database as providing security 
benefits. In coim^t. Applicants claimed invention is directed towards a centralized profile 
management process (the PMT server) that provides a centralized location for distnbuted user 
profile information- This allows one service provider to check back with the PMT server and 
identify additional or updated user profile information stored elsewhere. Since Fortenberry fails 
to disclose all of the elements of claims 20-25^ Applicants request the rejections directed to those 
requests be withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. ^103 

Claims 4-5 and 7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being xmpatentable over 
Fortenberry in view of Kramer et al (United States Patent No.: 5, 414, 852, hereafter "Kramer")- 
For the reasons set forth below, i^^plicants respectfully traverse the refefnions. 
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The Examine cited Kramer as disclosing read, whte and delete access. However* 
Kramer does not teach or suggest the missing limitation of claim 1 of receiving a request fiom a 
non-user party to access the subdivision in the user profile. Accordingly Applicams request the 
withdrawal of the rejections for claims 4-5 and 7, 

Claim 6 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fortenbenry in 
view of Siefert et al (US 2002/0194179. hereafter ''Siefeit"). For the reasons set fiirth below. 
Applicants respectAdly traverse the rejection- 

The Examiner cited Siefert as disclosing searching for user profiles. However, Siefert 
does not teach or suggest the missing limitation of claim 1 of receiving a request from a non-\iser 
party to access the subdivision in the user profile. Accordingly Applicants request the 
withdrawal of the rejections for claim 6. 

Claims 9-10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Foitenberry in view of Hayes, Jr et al (US 2001/001 1341. hereafter "Hayes"). For the reasons 
set forth below. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. 

The Examiner cited Hayes as teaching a set of permissions containing a list of parties 
that may access either the profile or field data axid further teaching wherein the denned groups of 
parties are provided ibr on the permission groups. However, Hayes does not teach or suggest 
the missing limitation of claim I of receiving a request from a non-user party to access the 
subdivision in the user profile. Accordingly AppUcants request the withdrawal of the rejections 
directed to claims 9-10, 

Claim 14 was rejected under 35 US.C. §l03(a) as being unpatentable over Fonenberry 
in view of Ramamurtby ei al (US 2002/0091745, hereafter **Ramamurth/'). For the reasons set 
fiarth below. Applicants respectfiUIy tmverse the rejection. 

The Examiner cited Kamamurtby as teaching subdivisions which are organized 
hierarchically and wherein the subdivisions contain additional subdivisions. However, Hayes 
does not teach or suggest the missing limitation of claim I of receiving a request from a non-uacf 
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pany to access the subdi visioo in the user profile, 
withdrawal of the rejection directed to claim 14. 



Docker No. :KAQ-002 
Accordingly Applicants request the 



Claim 15 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as being m^atemable over Foitenberry 
in view of Rcgnier er al (U.S. Patent No. 6,134, 549, hereafter "Regoier"). For the reasons set 
forth below. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. 

The Exwniner cited Regnier as defining groiq)s which have a permission access set 
resiJting from a set algebraic operation performed on at least two groups. However, Regnier 
does not teach or suggest the missing limitation of claim I of receiving a request fioro a non-i^s^ 
party to access the subdivision in the user profile. Accordingly Applicants request the 
withdrawal of the rejection directed to claim 15, 

Claims 12 and 16-19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § J 03(a) as being unpatentable in 
view of Fortenbetry. For the reasons set forth below. Applicants respectfully waverse the 
rejections. . 

Claim 12 is dependent i^son claim 1. AppUcants respectfiiUy reassert the above 
arguments and suggest claim 1 2 is in condition for allowance. 

Independent claim 16 was amended to indicate that in response to a request firom a non- 
user party, authorized information is transmined to the non-user party that is a member of a 
group iiulicated in the user profile as having access to the authorized infoimaiion. As previously 
noted, in Fortenberry, the user sends a request to the passport agent requesting that the passport 
(containing user profile infbnnation) be sent to a vendor. The vendor uses a key previously 
sillied by the user to decrypt the infoiroation. The Foitenberry system is a different system 
than tije claimed invention where the vem^or contacts the PMT server and is not required to 
receive a key from the user first. Regarding the rejection of claim 19, the Examiner's reliance 
on col, 8, lines 34-40 is misplaced as the sequence of steps clearly illustrates that the user must 
request the passport be sent to the vendor, and that the vendor must decrypt the passport with the 
key previously provided by the user before anempting contact with the passport agent (See 
Figure 5). Claims 17-19 include all of the elements of independent claim 16 and are therefore 
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not taught or suggested by Fortenbeny. Accordingly. Applicants request the allowance of 
dauns 16-19. 

Claim 26 was rqected under 35 U-S.C. § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Fortenbetty 
in view of Hayes in fimber view of Brown et al (United Stares Patent No,: 6, 658, 415), hereafter 
**Brown"). For the reasons set forth below, ^^licants respeciftiUy traveree the rejection. 

Claim 26 has been amended to indicate that the infojrroation in the user proQle is stored 
in a multiple locations with at least two of the plurality of locations being remotely located from 
the user profile and each other. As set forth above. Fortenbeny lacks this limitation. The 
Examiner cited Hayes as teaching groi^ access pemussions and Brown as teaching restricting 
access to €X)nicnt based on a schema. However, neither Brown nor Hayes discloses the newly 
added limitation. Accordingly Applicants request ^ withdrawal of the rejection to claim 26. 
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In view of the above amendment. Applicants believe the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 

Applicants believe a two month extension fee in the amount of $215.00 is due with this 
statement as well as a fee in the amount of $89.00 for the new claims. Please charge $304.00 
and any additional fees that may be due to our Peposii Account No. 12-0080, under Order No, 
KAQ-002 fiom which the undersigned is authorized to draw. 

Dated: November 24, 2004 RespectfuUy subnaitted. 




Cunan 

ion No.: 50,445 
LAHIVE & COCKFIBLD, LLP 
28 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
(617) 227-7400 
(617) 742-4214 (Fax) 
Attomey/Agent For Applicant 
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